/~\n the 1st July, the second day of the siege,
V/Lawrence was sitting in his room in the upper
storey of the Residency with Mr Couper, his
secretary, when an 8-inch shell from the howitzer
that had been lost at Chinhat burst between them.
Although neither was injured, Lawrence's staff
begged him to shift his quarters, if only to the lower
storey of the same building. Lawrence replied with
a laugh that the enemy gunners were not clever
enough to put two shells into one small room; but
later on, when the upper storey had been struck by
roundshot, he agreed to have his papers moved down
on lie following day.
The same afternoon some of the ladies were
shifting their possessions from the outer rooms at the
Residency to a more sheltered place in the centre of
the building. Among them was Miss Palmer,
daughter of Lieutenant Colonel Palmer, who was
commanding at the Machhi Bhawan, a girl of
eighteen, devoted to her father, whom she had only
joined in India during the previous December."3ae
was moving some china out of a cabinet 'when there
was a crash, and Mrs Huxham, who was by the door,
saw her fall backwards, hit in the leg by a 9-pounder
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